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BACKGROUND: Patients with chronic kidney disease (CKD) do not always 
receive care consistent with guidelines, in part due to complexities in CKD 
management, lack of randomized trial data to inform care, and a failure to 
disseminate best practice. At Horizon’s 2015 (a conference of key 
stakeholders in kidney disease), attendees noted, among other priorities, two 
main issues; (i) the impact of CSN guidelines was attenuated given limited 
formal linkages between the CSN Clinical Practice Guidelines Group, kidney 
researchers, decision makers and knowledge users, and (ii) further knowledge 
was required to guide care in patients with kidney disease. The idea for 
CANN-NET, funded in 2011 by CIHR, came from this meeting, and is a 
collaboration between Canadian kidney disease guideline producers, 
knowledge translation specialists and knowledge users. Given the urgent need 
for new knowledge, CANN-NET brings together a national group of 
experienced Canadian researchers to address knowledge gaps by 
coordinating and executing multicentre randomized trials. 

OBJECTIVE: CANN-NET is a pan-Canadian network established in 
partnership with CSN, the Kidney Foundation of Canada and other 
professional societies to improve the care and outcomes of patients with and 
at risk for chronic kidney disease by linking kidney researchers with relevant 
knowledge users to improve the care and outcomes of patient with, and at risk 
for, CKD through knowledge dissemination. 

The work plan: 

• Link CSN and CANN-NET clinical practice guidelines with relevant 
knowledge users 

• Ensure best practice for patients with CKD through knowledge 
dissemination to knowledge users  

• Use existing laboratory and administrative databases to track 
effectiveness of KT activity to favorably impact process of care and 
clinical outcomes for CKD patientsIdentify knowledge gaps in kidney 
disease that can be addressed through randomized trials facilitated by a 
collaborative network of Nephrology researchers 

Committee structure and governance: 
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CANN-NET reports to the CSN and KFOC, and has seven working 
committees (Figure). 

 

Future work: CANN-NET looks forward to working with collaborators across 
Canada to improve care and outcomes for people with kidney disease. 

 

 

 


