
Online resources to educate, engage and inform 
patients about kidney research in Canada

Background: Over recent years, there has 

been increasing support and traction for 

patient-oriented research. However, for many 

patients, research terms, practices and 

protocols are still unfamiliar. A lack of 

awareness of opportunities to take part in 

research studies presents a further barrier to 

participation. To empower patients to engage in 

kidney health research across Canada, as 

partners and/or as participants, the Canadian 

kidney research network Can-SOLVE CKD has 

developed two online resources in collaboration 

with patient partners: KidneyLink and 

KidneyPro.

Results: Both platforms launched in November 

2019 and have seen strong initial engagement. 

As of September 2020, KidneyLink has 317 

users and 337 unique users have visited the 

KidneyPro website and launched the learning 

module. 

Conclusions: These two platforms show 

promise as strategies to increase patients’ 

knowledge of, and involvement in, various 

aspects of research by linking them to 

opportunities for participation and enhancing 

their understanding of patient-oriented kidney 

research in Canada.

Thank you to the members of the KidneyPro 

and KidneyLink Working Groups

KidneyPro users learn about:

• Health research in Canada

• Kidney research in Canada

• Patient participation in research

• Patient partnerships in research

• Indigenous patient partnership   in 
research

• How to get involved in research

KidneyLink informs users about 

opportunities to participate in research-

related activities such as:

• Focusgroups

• Patient engagement opportunities

• Clinical trials

• Events to learn about current kidney 
research and patient oriented 
research

www.kidneypro.ca www.kidneylink.ca
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KidneyLink – kidneylink.ca



KidneyPro – kidneypro.ca


