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BC Transplant – Priorities 

Increase organ donation 

Reduce the number of patients on the 
transplant wait list 

Improve how we deliver care to transplant 
patients and donor families 
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Public awareness 

Five key elements for high donation performance 
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BC Transplant: Raising Awareness 



transplant.bc.ca 

BC Transplant: Raising awareness — Social Media 
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BC Transplant: Raising awareness — Impact  
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Take action: register at transplant.bc.ca 
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BC Transplant: Partnerships 
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Poll question! 

What has been the growth in donor 
registrations since last year? 
 

a. 5% 

b. 10% 

c. 15% 

d. 20% 
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BC Transplant: Increasing registrations 

 

1,310,109 
REGISTRATIONS  

 

As of September 1, 2018 

Up 
15% 

in 
one 
year 
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Five key elements for high donation performance 

Donation experts and 
champions 

Partnerships with the perioperative 
and critical care community 

Public awareness 
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Critical Care Partnerships 

VCH & PH (5) 
Fraser (8) 

• 6 in-hospital coordinators 
• 11 physician champions 

Donor referral hospitals 

DCD-capable hospitals 
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BCT Referrals (2012-2016) 

124 

180 
178 

321 

437 
451 

0

100

200

300

400

500

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Referrals



transplant.bc.ca 

Five key elements for high donation performance 

Public awareness 

Donation experts and 
champions 

Partnerships with the perioperative 
and critical care community 

National best practices/ leading 
practices 
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National best practice /leading practices 

Led through Canadian Blood Services: 
– Standardized guidelines for neurological 

determination of death 
– Standardized guidelines for donation after 

cardio-circulatory death 
– Donor management guidelines 
– Donor family support and effective requesting as 

part of quality end of life care 
 

• Living kidney donation – 19.6 DPM in 2017 – 
BC setting the benchmark for Canada 
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Five key elements for high donation performance 

Public awareness 

Donation experts and 
champions 

Partnerships with the perioperative 
and critical care community 

National best practices/ leading 
practices 

Expanded programming 
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BC Transplant: Advancements 
• Transplant First – pre-

emptive kidney 
transplants 

• Organ donation after 
MAiD 

• Expansion of DCD-
capable hospitals 

• Hep-C positive donors 
• Ex-vivo lung perfusion 

 



transplant.bc.ca 

Five key elements for high donation performance 

Expanded programming 

Public awareness 

Donation experts and 
champions 

Partnerships with the perioperative 
and critical care community 

National best practices/ leading 
practices 
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Donor rate is the highest in Canada 

BC’s deceased donor rate 
has doubled in the past 6 
years  BC: 24.9 dpm 
 
Canada: 21.8 

(2017) 
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Number of transplants is increasing 
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Donation and Transplant Stats 

2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 
(to Oct 23) 

Kidney – deceased donor 190 228 132 

Kidney – living donor 90 103 55 

Liver – deceased donor 75 83 39 

Heart 25 23 14 

Lung 37 61 23 

Pancreas-kidney/ 
pancreas/ pancreas islet 

12 6 6 

Other combinations 1 1 1 

TOTAL 430 505 270 

4,810 British Columbians 
receiving post- transplant 
care 
 
674 British Columbians 
waiting for a transplant  
 

331 kidney transplants 
last year (18% increase)  
 
538 people still waiting 
for a kidney transplant  
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Renal transplant patients followed in BC 

*Total transplants include donor organs originating in and  imported to BC 

Kidney Pancreas
-Kidney 

Liver-
Kidney 

Heart-
Kidney 

Double 
lung-

Kidney 

Bowel-
Kidney Total 

VGH 699 48 12 0 5 1 765 

SPH 972 0 0 9 0 0 981 

Children’s 48 0 0 0 0 0 48 

Fraser Valley 554 16 2 0 0 0 572 

Victoria 257 9 3 1 0 0 270 

Nanaimo 167 8 0 0 0 0 175 

Kelowna 164 13 4 0 0 0 181 

Penticton 75 4 0 0 0 0 79 

Kamloops 127 7 0 0 0 0 134 

Trail 61 3 1 0 0 0 65 

Prince George 104 4 0 0 0 0 108 

Other 9 0 0 0 0 0 9 

3,387 renal 
transplant 
patients in BC 

As of October 24, 2018 
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Donor rate is climbing 

Year 
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More donors are available 
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Deceased donor kidney transplants: DCD and NDD 
Patients received a deceased donor kidney during the given 
year, including multi-organ transplants and pediatrics.  
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DCD 
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Kidney transplants by donor type 
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Total kidney transplants by donor type 
Patients received a kidney during the given year, including multi-organ transplants and 
pediatrics.  

Deceased Donor 

Living Donor 
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Wait times by blood type 
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Most patients are transplanted within 5 years of listing 

40% of patients waitlisted in 2000 were transplanted within 5 years with ~35% still waiting after 5 years 
73% of patients waitlisted in 2012 were transplanted within 5 years with ~ 9% still waiting after 5 years 
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HSP Transplants in BC 

Year Out-of-Province 
Donor BC Donor Total 

2014 2 2 4 
2015 10 2 12 
2016 11 7 18 
2017 13 4 17 
Total 36 15 51 
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Living Kidney Donation – BC still leads the country 
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Living kidney transplants happening sooner 

Proportion of people 
waiting for 2+ years 
for a living kidney 
transplant has 
decreased 
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Distribution of time from dialysis to transplant among living donor 
kidney transplants (first kidney transplant) 
All patients  (including pediatric patients) received a living donor kidney in the given 
year. 
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Patient and graft survival 

Patient and graft survival among first kidney transplants, by donor type 
Patients who received a kidney in BC from 2000 to 2015, including pediatrics. 
Simultaneous multi-organ transplants and retransplants are excluded. 

Years post-transplant 
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Poll question! 

Which organ was the first ever transplanted in 
British Columbia in 1968?  

a. Kidney 

b. Liver 

c. Heart 

d. Lungs 
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