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BC Renal Response 
to COVID-19
Rapid mobilization of a mature network to support 
a high-risk, life-support population





Longstanding Provincial Committees: 
Well positioned for rapid response
Maintained and Focused on Patient &
Staff Safety

• Multidisciplinary 
committees

• Cross-HA 
representation

• Research, 
evaluation and CQI  



• A virtual series of expanded province wide rounds focused on our collective response to 
Covid-19 

• Open to all renal care team members 
• Posted on BC Renal website and BC Renal YouTube channel
• 99 attendees at first session May 1

• 91% rated session excellent or good
• 91% said webinar was helpful



May 1st and May 8th 2020

May 1st

• Overview Current State
• Home Therapies
• Facility-based Hemodialysis

May 8th

• CKD and GN
• Transplantation 
• Palliative Care 

Answering your questions
Stimulating discussion 
Fostering collaboration



Why, what and how: The BC Kidney 
Community in COVID-19 Times

Everyone is affected 
• Communities and families
• Patients on and off dialysis
• Patients with and waiting for transplants
• Health care professionals and all staff 

working in and around health care 
• Administrators, researchers and 

everyone………………..



High level overview of Province’s Emergency 
Management Structure : Some evolution 



BC Renal Emergency Operations Committee :
Medical Directors of Geographical HA

• Existing within context of multiple other 
EOCs 

• Provincial
• Regional
• Institutional

Purpose: 
• To enable timely communication, sharing 

and decision making in the context of rapidly 
changing environment of COVID-19

• Complimented by work of 
• BCR Leadership Team (Exec Admin)
• Provincial Committees
• Statistics and Methodology Group
• PROMIS



Emergency Operations Committee:
Medical Directors of Geographical HAs
• John Antonsen: Island Health
• Melanie Brown: Fraser Health 
• Michael Copland: VCH/PHC
• Marie Michaud: Interior Health
• Anurag Singh : Northern Health

• Adeera Levin : BC Renal

• Responsibilities:
• Communication with and between institutions 

and regions
• Dissemination of key activities, issues and 

developments
• Feedback
• Support @ other and local groups

• Daily: 5pm Zoom calls x 2 weeks
• M/W/F: 5pm Zoom calls x 2 weeks



Today:

• Review of what we are doing and why:

• KCC and GN : M Bevilacqua and S Barbour

• Palliative Care : G. Hargrove

• Transplantation: Jag Gill

• Questions and Answers
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