
 

 
What Matters Most  

JW Marriott Parq Hotel, Vancouver BC 
 Wednesday, October 2, 2019 

TIME  ROOM 

6:30pm - 8:30pm CHECK-IN DESK – avoid the line Thursday morning and check in Wednesday evening! 
Pre-function 

area 

 

Thursday, October 3, 2019 

TIME SESSIONS & CHAIRS PRESENTATIONS & SPEAKERS ROOM 

6:30 – Breakfast 

Buffett opens 

7:00-7:45am 

Session 

Breakfast Symposium: A New Frontier In The Treatment of Hyperkalemia - Free to attend,  must register online – limited 

space available 

Speaker: Dr. Daniel Schwartz 

Pre-function 

area 

Parq 

Ballroom F  

7:00am – 5:00pm 

 

CHECK-IN DESK  
(open at 6:30am for attendees registered for the Thursday Morning Breakfast Symposium ONLY)  

7:00-7:55am 
BREAKFAST  

Sponsor Exhibits Open 

Pre-function 

area 

 

 e-Poster Room Open for Viewing  Granville  

8:00 - 8:10am Territorial Welcome Alec Dan, Traditional Knowledge Keeper of the Musqueam Nation 

8:10 - 8:20am Announcements BC  Kidney Days 2019 Co-Chair: Dr. Caroline Stigant  

8:20 - 8:30am 
Opening Remarks  

Dr. Maureen O’Donnell, Executive Vice President, Clinical Policy, Planning 

& Partnerships 

8:30 - 8:50am BC Renal Annual Update  Dr. Adeera Levin, Executive Director 

8:50 - 9:10am BC Transplant Annual Update Edward Ferre, Executive Director 

9:10 - 10:00am 

Plenary 1:  

Chair: Caroline Stigant 

Patient Experience through the Continuum of Kidney Care in BC 

Speakers:  

1. Introduction: Dr. Caroline Stigant  

2. BC Renal Patient Experience Survey Summary: Helen Chiu 

3. Pediatric patient parents: Leilani and Dave Karr  

Parq 

Ballroom  

 



 

 

4. Adult patient & partner: Colin Shaw  

5. Transplant patient: Ben Tuason  

COFFEE BREAK  

Sponsor Exhibits Open  

Pre-function 

area 10:00 – 10:30am 

e-Poster Room Open for Viewing- Check app for presentation schedule Granville  

10:30 – 11:15am 

 

Plenary 2: 

Abstracts selected for oral presentations 

Chair: Caroline Stigant 

1. HLA Eplet Frequencies Reduce the Genetic Complexity and Provide 

the Foundation for the National Eplet-matching Program in Kidney 

Transplantation 

        Speaker: Jenny Tran 

        Learning Objectives 

1. To define the role of HLA eplet-matching in kidney 

transplantation 

2. To describe HLA allelic and eplet frequencies in kidney patient 

and donor populations 

 

2. An Evaluation of the Empiric Antibiotic Regimen for the Treatment of 

PD-associated Peritonitis at VGH  

        Speaker: Amanda Driver  

        Learning Objectives 

1. Describe the International Society of Peritoneal Dialysis 2016 

guideline recommendations for the empiric treatment of 

peritoneal dialysis-associated peritonitis 

2. Develop an empiric antibiotic regimen based on centre-specific 

microbiological specimen data 

 

3. Effects of a Renal Nordic Walking Program on Quality of Life and 

Fitness in Renal Patients at St. Paul’s Hospital  

        Speaker: Leonora Chao 

        Learning Objectives 

1. Understand the differences between Nordic walking and regular                  

walking   

2. Recognize the benefits of a renal-specific Nordic walking program 

on quality of life and fitness in renal patients 

 

11:15 - 12:00pm 

Plenary 3:  

Chair: Dr. Mike Bevilacqua 

This session is in memory of R.K. and A.K. Sandhu 

Advances in Management of ADPKD: A Comprehensive Approach 

Speaker: Dr. Fouad Chebib  

Learning Objectives  

1. Multidisciplinary and comprehensive approach in managing 

ADPKD patients 

2. Advances in prognosis and disease-modifying treatment in ADPKD 

 

Parq 

Ballroom 

 



 

 

 

LUNCH (Pick up in pre-function area) 

Sponsor Exhibits Open 

Parq 

Ballroom 12:00 – 1:00pm 

e-Poster Room Open for Viewing Granville  

12:15 - 1:00pm 
Lunch Symposium: SGLT2 Inhibition and CKD - Free to attend, must register online – limited space available 
Speaker: Dr. Adeera Levin 

Parq 

Ballroom F  

1:00 – 1:15pm 15 Minute Transition Time  

1. Concurrent:  

Chair: Dr. James Lan  

 

An Update on the BC Transplant Hepatitis C Program 

Speaker: Dr. Matthew Kadatz  

Learning Objectives  

1. To review the structure of the BC Transplant Hepatitis C Program 

2. To describe the progress made in the BC Transplant Hepatitis C 

Program 

Kitsilano 

Ballroom C  

2. Concurrent:  

Chair: Deidra Goodacre 

 

The Future of Vascular Access: How Advances in Technology and 

Continued Education Support the Patient’s Journey on Hemodialysis 

Speaker: Rosa M. Marticorena  

Learning Objectives  

1. To explore the advances in technology in hemodialysis vascular access 

and their impact in nursing practice 

2. To understand the principles of biomechanics and hemodynamics that 

contribute to complications of hemodialysis vascular access 

 

Parq 

Ballroom C  

3. Concurrent:  

Chair: Sarb Basra   

 

Transcending Bollywood: Renal Care and South Asian Populations 

Speakers: Dr. Anurag Singh, Dr. Mohamud Karim & Darpan Bhathal 

Learning Objectives  

1. To be cognizant of the diversity, social and cultural contexts of the 

South Asian population 

2. To understand relationships and recognize biases with ethnic factors 

that influence major decision making by South Asian kidney patients 

3. To appreciate nuances of approaching advanced care planning and 

end of life discussions with patients and families of South Asian origin 

Parq 

Ballroom F 

 

1:15 - 2:15pm 

4. Concurrent:  

Chair: Dr. Caroline Stigant  

The BC GN Atlas: A First Look at the Epidemiology of GN in BC  

Speaker: Dr. Sean Barbour  

Learning Objectives  

1. Describe the data logistics for the BC GN Refistry  

2. The BC GN Atlas: using the GN Registry to describe the epidemiology 

of GN in BC  

3. Provide a detailed look at the epidemiology of IgA nephropathy in BC  

4. Using the GN Registry data for observational research and clinical 

trials 

Kitsilano 

Ballroom D 

 



 

 

COFFEE BREAK  

Sponsor Exhibits Open 

Pre-function 

area 
2:15 - 2:45pm 

e-Poster Room Open for Viewing- Check app for presentation schedule Granville 

2:45 - 3:30pm 
Plenary 4:  

Chair: Dr. James Lan  

GENOME Canada 

Speakers: Dr. Paul Keown 

Learning Objectives – TBC 

 

Parq 

Ballroom 

Professional Breakout Sessions  
1. Dietitians 

Chair: Karen Parinas  

Southeast Asian Diet to Help Dietitians Build Cultural Competence 

Speakers: Satnam Sekhon 

Patient’s Experience with their Kidney Disease and Dietary Changes 

Speakers: Tanya Choy 

 

Stanley  

 

2. Nephrologists/BC Consensus 

Chair: Dr. Marie Michaud  
 Burrard 

 
3. Nurses 

Chair: Zoila Magbag & Sharon Young 

Social Workers 

Chair: Sarb Basra 

Serious Illness Conversation Guide Workshop  
Speakers: Sarah Thomas & Dr. Gaylene Hargrove 

Parq 

Ballroom 

 

4. Pharmacists 

Chair: Dan Martinusen 

Speakers: Dominique Khoo 

 
Kitsilano D  

5. Renal Administrators 

Chair: Warren Hill 
 Cambie  

 

 

 

 

 

3:35 - 5:00pm 

6. Technical (Biomed or Technician) 

Chair: Jennifer McGill 
 Elm 

5:00 - 6:30pm 

Wilma Crockett Award 

Reception  

2019 Recipient: Dr. David Landsberg  

Fairview 

Ballroom  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Friday, October 4, 2019  

TIME SESSION PRESENTATIONS & SPEAKERS ROOM 

6:30am 

Breakfast buffet  

7:00 - 7:45am 

session 

Breakfast Symposium: Managing CKD Anemia with 2020 Vision – A Review of Recent Evidence and How We Might 

Go Forward     Free to attend,  must register online – limited space available 
Speaker: Dan Martinusen  

Pre-function 

area &  

Parq F 

 

CHECK-IN DESK 
(open at 6:30am for attendees registered for the Friday  Morning Breakfast Symposium ONLY) 

BREAKFAST  

Sponsor Exhibits Open 

 

Pre-function 

area 
7:00 - 8:00am 

e-Poster Room Open for Viewing Granville  

8:00 - 8:10am Opening Remarks and Announcements BC Kidney Days 2019 Co-Chair: Dr. James Lan 

8:10 - 9:00am 

Plenary 5: Keynote Presentation:  

Chair: Sarb Basra 

 

The Power of Kindness 

Speaker: Dr. Brian Goldman  

Learning Objectives  

1. Identify factors that inhibit the natural ability to be empathic 

2. How you unlock the power of kindness with patients, families and allied health 

professionals 

Parq 

Ballroom 

 

9:00 - 9:45am 

Plenary 6:  

Chair: Dr. Adeera Levin 

 

Can-SOLVE CKD Network and initiatives in Indigenous Health Research          

Speakers: Craig Settee, Catherine Turner, Dr. Kelsey Louie & Dr. Jag Gill                  

 Learning Objectives  

1. A high level understanding of the Can-SOLVE CKD Network, the scope and complexity  

2. An appreciation of the health care challenges facing Indigenous peoples in Canada and 

specifically BC and why the focus within the network  

3. An understanding of two key programs - Kidney Check and BRIDGE 

4. An understanding of the need for cultural sensitivity training and what is offered through 

Can-SOLVE CKD’s Wabishki Bizhiko Skaanj program 

 

Parq 

Ballroom 

COFFEE BREAK  

Sponsor Exhibits Open  

Pre-function 

area 9:45 - 10:15am 

e-Poster Room Open for Viewing- Check app for presentation schedule    Granville  

10:15 - 11:15am 

1. Concurrent:  

Chair: Sarah Thomas  

 

Living Well and Living Long - Addressing Existential Suffering with the Nephrology Population       

Speaker: Lawrence Cheung 

Learning Objectives 

1.   Define, examine & gain an increased knowledge of the basis of existential distress 

2.   Learn specific verbal & non-verbal skills to foster hope and meaning-making with people in 

existential distress 

Parq 

Ballroom 

(plenary 

room) 



 

 

2. Concurrent:  

Chairs: Sue Bal & Naomi Marten  

 

Day by Day: Teaching and Learning for a Home Dialysis Program 

Speakers: Valerie Price 

Learning Objectives 

1. To review the ISPD syllabus of teaching and learning for a home dialysis program  

2. To assist patients to become experts in their own home dialysis care 

Parq 

Ballroom F 

 

 

3. Concurrent:  

Chair: Heidi Butler 

 

Implementation of a Canadian Willingness to Cross Program: a Strategy to Increase Access to 

Kidney Transplantation for Highly Sensitized Patients 

Speaker: Dr. James Lan 

Learning Objectives 

1.       To understand the impact of sensitization on recipient wait-time for transplantation 

2.       To describe how a new Canadian willing to cross program may improve donor access for 

patients with extreme levels of sensitization 

 

Kitsilano D 

 

4. Concurrent:  

Chair: Eileen Carolan  

Pregnancy and Sexuality 

Speaker: Dr. Monica Beaulieu & Lesley Houle 

Learning Objectives 

1. Why should HCPs address the area of sexual health with this patient population?  

2. Explore the impact of CKD on sexuality  

3. Management options available to address sexual health concerns of those with CKD 

4. Review the principles of pre-pregnancy counselling and advice for patients with kidney 

disease 

5. Discuss what is known about pregnancy outcomes in women with CKD (including post 

transplantation and on dialysis) 

Kitsilano C 

 

11:15 - 11:30am 15 Minute Transition Time 

11:30 - 12:15pm 

Plenary 7: 

Chair: Dan Martinusen 

 

Medical Cannabis as a Treatment for Pain, Mental Health & Addiction  

Speaker: Philippe Lucas 

Learning Objectives 

1. Attendees will be able to identify the primary conditions and symptoms associated with 

medical cannabis use 

2. Attendees will understand how cannabis use can lead to a reduction in the use of opioids 

and other prescription drugs  

Parq 

Ballroom 

12:15 - 12:30pm 
Pick up Lunch  Pre-function 

area 

12:30- 1:30pm 
LUNCH Parq 

Ballroom 

12:30- 1:30pm 

Plenary 8:   Lunch session 

Chairs: Eileen Carolan & Karen Parinas 

Ending the Blame Game: A Physiologic Approach to Treating Obesity 

Speaker: Dr. Jesse Bittman  
Parq 

Ballroom 



 

 

 Learning Objectives 

1.   Improved understanding of the pathophysiology of obesity 

2.   Recognize when to consider pharmacologic therapy for obesity 

1:30 - 1:45pm  

e-Poster Awards, Door Prizes  

- Apple Watch 

- Marriott Parq Hotel One night 

stay with breakfast 

- One 60-minute treatment at 

the Spa by JW 

Closing Remarks 

TBC 

 

 

 

 

 

BC Kidney Days 2019 Co-Chair: Dr. James Lan  
 


