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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
This BC Renal guideline/resource was developed to support equitable, best practice care for patients with chronic 
kidney disease living in BC. The guideline/resource promotes standardized practices and is intended to assist renal 
programs in providing care that is reflected in quality patient outcome measurements.  Based on the best information 
available at the time of publication, this guideline/resource relies on evidence and avoids opinion-based statements 
where possible; refer to www.bcrenalagency.ca for the most recent version. 

For information about the use and referencing of BC Renal guidelines/resources, refer to 
http://bit.ly/28SFr4n.
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1.0 Scope

Applicability:

• In centre and community hemodialysis (HD) units 
and peritoneal dialysis (PD) units (not applicable to 
patients receiving HD on an inpatient basis)

• Adults and children (modifications for children 
noted in the body of the guideline)

This guideline provides recommendations on the 
screening, surveillance and prevention of Methicillin-
resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) and 
vancomycin-resistant enterococcus (VRE).

2.0 Recommendation

Recommendation #1: Implement the 
recommendations on Table 1 (pg 3) for the 
screening, surveillance and prevention of MRSA and 
VRE.
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reflected in quality patient outcome measurements.  
Based on the best information available at the time of 
publication, this guideline/resource relies on evidence 
and avoids opinion-based statements where possible; 
refer to www.bcrenalagency.ca for the most recent 
version.
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BC
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Table 1: Recommendations for the Screening, Surveillance & Prevention of MRSA & VRE

TOPIC SPECIFICS METHICILLIN-RESISTANT 
STAPHYLOCOCCUS AUREUS (MRSA)

VANCOMYCIN-RESISTANT 
ENTEROCOCCI (VRE)

Screening 
(new & existing 
patients)
 

When to swab/
test?

Swab:
• Clinical indications (e.g., discharging wound, exit site infection, bacteremia) 

No need to swab:
• On HD/PD start
• Annually while on HD/PD 
• After discharge from inpatient/rehab unit
• Upon return from travel from within or outside BC

Same as MRSA

What to order? MRSA screen VRE screen

What to swab? To identify MRSA colonization, swab:
1. Anterior nares
2. Perineum 
3. Open wounds, if any

Note: In patients with open wounds, swabbing the anterior nares and the perineum 
in addition to the wound will more consistently identify MRSA colonized patients 
(patient may be MRSA colonized but MRSA is not present in the wound). Identifying 
MRSA colonized patients may influence the choice of antibiotics used to treat the 
wound. 

Rectal swab with fecal staining

Prevention 
of disease 
transmission

Transmission-
based 
precautions

If suspected or confirmed infection: 
• Adults: Routine practices (refer to BCPRA guideline1); 
• Children: Contact precautions:
PLUS
• Risk assessment for additional precautions2 (e.g., discharging wound that 

cannot be contained by a dressing).
If known to be colonized: 
• Same as above.

Same as MRSA
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1 Refer to BCR guideline “Prevention of Disease Transmission in HD Units - Routine Practices”
2 Refer to https://www.picnet.ca/resources/posters/precaution-signs

Continued on next page

http://www.bcrenalagency.ca
https://www.picnet.ca/resources/posters/precaution-signs


TOPIC SPECIFICS METHICILLIN-RESISTANT 
STAPHYLOCOCCUS AUREUS (MRSA)

VANCOMYCIN-RESISTANT 
ENTEROCOCCI (VRE)

Prevention 
of disease 
transmission 
cont’d

Segregation No specific requirements. No specific requirements.

Staff assignments No specific requirements. No specific requirements.

Surface 
disinfection of 
dialysis station

Usual procedure.3 Usual procedure3

Housekeeping 
cleaning

No specific requirements. No specific requirements.

HD/PD unit 
surveillance

As needed:
Unit has MRSA outbreak or high prevalence of infections related to MRSA.

Same as MRSA.
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3 Refer to BCR guideline Prevention of Disease Transmission in HD Units - Minimum Standards for All Patients - Surface Disinfection of Dialysis Station at 
http://www.bcrenalagency.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Prevention%20of%20Disease%20Transmission%20in%20HD%20Units.pdf
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