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• Home-based self care therapy: greater lifestyle flexibility and 

independence

• Continuous therapy much like natural kidneys

• Short training time

• Less travel time to hospital or clinic

• Less diet restrictions

• Needle free treatment

• Increased travel opportunities

• Longer lasting residual kidney function
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• Continuous Ambulatory PD (CAPD) 
manual method
Majority of patients start on CAPD

• Continuous Cycler PD (CCPD)/Automated PD(APD)  
 automated method

• There may be clinical indications to recommend one 
over the other
ultimately patient’s decision





• Utilizes cycler to perform PD overnight

• Machine automatically performs patient’s therapy by 
filling and draining dialysate through out the night

• Patient disconnects from cycler in morning and in 
many cases is free to go about the day

• Option to leave fluid dwelling during the day



• Dialysate removes extra fluid and wastes 
from the body 

• Dialysate contains
• a sugar called dextrose or a compound 

called icodextrin 
• Minerals

• Usual volume of dialysate for each 
exchange is 2000 cc – 2500cc
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Kidney foundation: kidney.ca
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