
How it works:
Acetylsalicylic Acid (ASA) makes the

platelets in your blood less sticky. Platelets

are needed to form clots.

How to take it:
You should take 1 tablet the same time

each day.

What to do if you miss a dose:
If you forget a dose, take it as soon as

you remember. Take it with food to reduce

stomach upset. Enteric coated tablets

should be swallowed whole.

Possible side effects:
ASA, especially uncoated tablets, can cause

stomach irritation. Skin rash is common

if you are allergic to ASA-like products.

Large doses can cause ringing in the ears,

dizziness and sweating.

Precautions:
When taking ASA, tell your health professional 

if you’ve had drug allergies, stomach ulcers, 

if you are pregnant or breastfeeding. Also 

include information on  other drugs you are 

currently on.

It is a good idea to read the label on cough

and cold medicine since many preparations

contain ASA.

Use the space below to write down 
why you are taking this medication 
and other notes.
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