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Clinical Care Path: 
Assessment and Management of a PD Patient 
for PD vs. Non PD-related Complications

PD pt presents to ED. 
Assessed by ED clinical staff.

PD-related complication Non PD-related complication

Infectious 
complication-

peritonitis

Catheter-
related

complication

If peritonitis 
suspected: send 
effluent spec for 
C&S, cell count, 

gram stain

Implement
peritonitis protocol 

and medical 
intervention (see 

peritonitis care path)

Contact 
nephrologist/primary 

PD unit for clinical 
direction

Prepare for pt follow 
up care as directed 
by PD unit. Potential 
hospital admission 
or transfer to PD 

hospital

ED to consult 
PD program or 

nephrologist for 
clinical direction

Provide medical 
intervention as  

per nephrologists 
direction (see care 

path: Cather-related 
complications

Prepare for pt 
discharge, admission 

to rural hospital 
or transfer to PD 

hospital

Provide emergency 
treatment and 

medical intervention 
according to acquity

ED physician to 
consult nephrologist. 

Nephrologist to 
provide additional 
clinical direction

Medical intervention 
provided as per 
nephrologist;s 

direction

Prepare for pt 
discharge home, 

admission to rural 
hospital or transfer 

to PD hospital
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